


Sunday Morning Children’s Programs

Bible Alive (1st-4th graders) completed the story of Jesus praying in the Garden of
Gethsemane in March. Workshops included:

Finger painting feelings about Jesus praying
Talking about how Jesus is our compass that gives us direction
Baking pretzels which remind us of someone praying with crossed arms

Pictures from the Garden of Gethsemane today and the Western Wall in
Jerusalem where people come to pray

Games to help us remember the story

A drama reenacting the events of Maundy Thursday

Learning the Lord's Prayer in sign language

Writing prayer requests and putting them in a model of the Western (wailing) wall
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Below are photos from the Bible Alive story workshop
(the reenactment of the events of Maundy Thursday

The Last Supper Walking across Kidron Valley to the Mount of Olives

Asking the disciples to stay awake and pray Jesus being arrrested

The 4 year olds sampled food that people ate in Jesus’ time

In April, Young 5’s and Kindergartners, 4 year olds and preschoolers, 2’s and 3’s
will also be hearing stories of people whose lives were changed because of Jesus.

2’s and 3’s will be hearing stories of Jesus’ ministry—feeding the 5000 and Jesus
and the Children.

The last 5th grade Bridge discussion group is on April 18 as a review of the year and
generating questions for Pastor Mark at the luncheon in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m.

Church Family News
Congratulations to:

» Dr. Elizabeth (Henry) and Bruno
Unzens, on the birth of a daughter,
Alexandra Elizabeth, born Decem-
ber 17, 2009. Proud grandparents
are Margaret and Charles Henry.

» David and Betsy Fleming, on the
birth of a son, James Andrew, born
February 23, 2010. Proud grandpar-
ents are Mike and Merideth
Fleming.

» Kyle and Hulda (Grin) Black,
whose son, James Woodhouse, was
baptized at Mayflower Church on
March 21, 2010.

We express our sympathy to:

» Phil Hoekstra and family, on the
death of his wife, Jean, on March
16, 2010.

» Paula Gaylord, Mayflower’s Direc-
tor of Christian Education, and her
family, on the death of her husband,
John, on March 26, 2010.

2nd Annual Mayflower
Soap Box Derby

Because last year’s Soap Box Derby at
Mayflower was such a success, another
event is being planned for this year.

We will combine all the participants
into 5-7 teams that will each build a
soap box derby car over six weeknights
during April and May. We will then
race the cars down the church parking
lot during a family picnic on Sunday,
May 23rd. Interested? If you can squirt
glue, sand wood, hammer a nail or
slather a paint brush, plan to participate.

Please sign up at the Soap Box Derby
Car in the Atrium for more information.
Even if you would like to just help the
kids build the cars, please stop by for
more information.




Will You Sponsor this Child?

Tariro Makosa came to Eden Children’s Village in Zim-
babwe on January 12, 2010. On the 10th, Eden was contacted
by a constable at the police station in Mhangura. Tariro had
been at the police station since the beginning of January be-
cause her parents had died and the police could find no living
_ relatives to send her to. They requested that we take Tariro
. and she now lives in Eden’s house on 4th Street in Mhangura.

Tariro was not sure when her birthday is, so we have selected

M January 11, 1999 as her birthday.

With only $30 per month you could provide a stable, healthy life for this child. If you
can give her the help she needs, contact Linda by email (larks@i2k.com) or at 949-
6356.

Tatenda!
rp emm—
o ‘ TATENDA (Thank You in Shona language) to the Wynsma family.
. Eric and Kathy are the new sponsors for little Blessed Taowaonyasha.
] Ella, Murphy and Jenna will enjoy hearing about Blessed

as she grows strong and healthy at Eden Children’s Village.

TATENDA ! to the Scheper family!
Robert, Candy, Madison and lan have welcomed
Princess Mayo of Eden Children’s Village
into their hearts and family through sponsorship.

] Thank you to these families for sharing their love and blessings!

Morning of Renewal Retreat Recap

Several Mayflower members and their friends attended a Morning of Renewal Retreat
at Gilda’s Club on Saturday, March 20. Below are photos of some of the activities
that the participants enjoyed.

Card making

Massage

Silent Auction Thank You!
pNICTy This year's Silent Auc-
@g\ O/f/% tion was another great
=/ & success because of
< “ your amazing generos-
ity! Thank you!

180 items were donated this year and, as
of March 28th, $12,275 has been raised,
just $725 shy of our goal. Many thanks
to all donors, bidders and winners. It is
your support that makes our service pos-
sible!

Please continue to pray for the May-
flower youth as we prepare to serve oth-
ers this summer.

Confirmation Class

This year’s confirmation class partici-
pated in worship as communion stewards.

Climb Kili for Kids

Mike and Rachel Mraz, members of
Mayflower Church, are planning on
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in Septem-
ber 2010 in an effort to raise money for
the children at Eden Children’s Village
in Zimbabwe. They will cover 100% of
the cost of the climb, but need your help
to build opportunities for the children.
After reaching the summit, they hope to
travel to Zimbabwe to break ground for
the new building that will be built from
the money raised.

Go to www.climbkiliforkids.com for
more details and information on how to
donate.
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Men'’s Bible Study Has a Place for You!

» Beginning Monday, April 12, the men’s Bible study group that meets at 8:00 a.m.
in the Mayflower Parlor launches a new study. Men who have control over their
Monday morning schedules are invited to participate in the hour of study accom-
panied by coffee and donuts. The study focus is the Gospel of Luke, discovering
implications for our lives from the life of Jesus. Bill Robson, Mark Boers, Bruce
Galloway and Doug Congdon invite you to join them.

» Here’s another one you might really enjoy. Starting Tuesday, April 20, the Texas
Hold-em GIG (Guys Investigating God) begins another six session cycle. An un-
usual meeting place adds to the fun: The Smoking Iguana Cantina located in the
Jade Pig Racing Headquarters at 640 Ball N.E. Gathering time is 7:00 p.m. Bring
your own cold beverage and shacks are available. Also, bring your Bible and get
in on 40 minutes of Bible study before playing some rounds of Texas
Hold’em. It’s a great time the guys thoroughly enjoy and you’re invited.

» The Monday afternoon group of men meet at 5:00 p.m. in the Mayflower
Library. Larry Robson, Jess Larson, John VerMeulen, Geoff Johnson, Dave
Hathaway, Dale DeHaan, George Whinery and the other men encourage you to
come and enjoy each other while digging into Bible study. A new series of studies
begins on Monday, April 12.

» And a new group has formed, gathering on Friday mornings at 7:00 a.m. in the
Mayflower Parlor. Donuts, coffee and the Bible are the foundation from which the
guys discover God’s message for them. Harry Matthews is the organizer and men
who can handle early morning stuff before work are invited to participate.

Midweek 3,4,5 @ 5:45 Youth Group
This youth group finished the year in March with games, movies, skits and a party!
The photos below show the group enjoying cooperative games on a sunny afternoon.

Preschool Cookbook Sale

>

Mayflower Preschool Council
announces the upcoming sale
of our first cookbook!

“FAVORITE RECIPES from
MAYFLOWER PRESCHOOL”
will be available in mid-to-late April
for $17 or multiple copies for $15
each. This cookbook has been a labor
of love for the preschool council, and
it is packed with over 450 favorite
recipes from parents, teachers, church
members, and friends of Mayflower.

Thank you to all who kindly submitted
recipes! Some of the recipes are treas-
ured family traditions and others are
new; however, they all reflect the love
of family and good cooking!

These cookbooks make excellent gifts
for all the cooks in your life and will
be available for sale in the preschool
office in mid/late April.

Mayflower Cleanup Day, May 8

It’s that time of year again and lots of
helpers are needed for Mayflower's an-
nual Cleanup Day scheduled for Satur-
day, May 8 from 9:00 a.m. until noon.

The cleanup will be both outdoors and
indoors. Outside weeding gardens, trim-
ming bushes, sweeping up winter dirt,
planting flower, spreading beauty around
the campus, inside washing pew backs,
finding cobwebs, dusting corners, spruc-
ing up restrooms, organizing kitchen.

Sign up sheets for workers will be avail-
able beginning April 11. Coffee, juice
and donuts always available. Can you
give the church a couple of hours?

— ATTENTION:
ANNUAl  committee Chairs
Report
Committee Reports for the
Annual Report (Year 2009)
are due in the church office
by April 30, 2010.

The Mayflower Church
Annual Meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, June 6, 11:30 a.m.
following the worship service.
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April 2010
BIRTHDAYS

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Janice Currie Richard Chudik Tom Allshouse
Robin Dill Tom Smith Kristin Ward
Cindy Cook Eric Older
Jason Israels Samantha Connor
Caroline Mundell Reid Riley
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Paula Gaylord Nancy Martin John English Jennifer Ron Shippy Jim Meurs Blair Mohney
) Bamborough
Betty Roth Jonathan White Gwen Barnes Jess Larson
. Courtenay ) .
Justin Wegner Jody Deems Oosterman Melissa Ohm Diane Lobbestael
Edan DeVilbiss Allison White Ford Erickson Ashley Webb
Leah Zawodny Sophia Conway
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Nathan French Bert Crandell Lynn Ryan Susan Richards George Gordon Sarah Lime Michael
i i ) VanGenechten
Anna Lobbestael Haley Meyer Madeline Erickson Craig Bethune Alec Jansen
) Nicholas Thompson
Steven Lawson Braden Wiener Sarah Hubbard
Lindsey Elkins Lisa Laidler
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Marilyn DeHorn Edy Lemke Mike Roth Barbara Van Ess Joy DeBoer Elizabeth Brink Audrey Sebastian
Craig Wilson Jennifer Hendricks | Alison Henry Kelly Gray Elizabeth Grin Ashley Beia Sue Burns
Tara Evans Robert Aardema Mark Lawson Steven Dunkelberg Justine Distel Valorie Van Patten

Charlie Connor

Anderson Hoekstra

Megan Lawson

Joseph Nestor

Terry Sanford

Katelyn Wing Matthew Wilson Samuel Joyce Claire Sundman
25 26 27 28 29 30

Rachelle Coleman Geoff Evans Brian Hotchkiss Rosemary Bennett | Anna Laffrey John Barfuss

Kathleen Davis Catherine Congdon | Trudy Evans Tom Kester Oliver Grin Jr.

Lisa Smith Elliot Adams Marvin Riedel Ron Schaver

Beth Hoekstra
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Mayflower Church Calendar ok
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
10:00a Women's Bible Good Friday 10:00a Brass Rehearsal
Study 12:00p Good Friday Service
11:15a T'ai Chi Class
5:45p Altrusa International
of Grand Rapids
6:00p Boy Scout Leaders
7:00p Boy Scouts
7:30p Maundy Thursday
Service
Preschool Spring Break
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Easter Sunday Church Office is Closed | 9:00a Staff Meeting 12:00p Priscilla Circle 9:30a Friendly Visitors
Communion 8:00a Men's Bible Study | 10:30a Retired Men's Bible | 6:15p Study Group 10:00a Women's Bible
9:00a Easter Worship 5:.00p Men's Bible Study Study 7:30p Chancel Choir Study
10:00a Coffee/Fellowship | 5:45p Degage Ministry 11:15a T'ai Chi Class
10:00a Choir Brunch 7:30p Parents Al-Anon
11:00a Easter Worship
12:00p Coffee/Fellowship
Window Cleaning |
1
Preschool Spring Break |
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:30a Worship Service 8:00a Men's Bible Study | 9:00a Staff Meeting 9:30a Women Bible Study | 10:00a Women's Bible 9:00a Preschool Exec.
11:30a Coffee Reception 9:15a Women Bible Study | 10:30a Retired Men's Bible | 4:30p Children's Chorus Study Council Meeting
6:30p Middle School/High | 5:00p Men's Bible Study Study 5:00p Cantus Choir 11:15a T'ai Chi Class 11:30a Discoverers
School Outing- 6:30p Soap Box Derby 12:30p Preschool Staff 5:15p Midweek@Mayflowr | 6:00p Boy Scout Leaders
Manhattan Park Build Session #1 Meeting 6:00p Cherub Choir 7:00p Boy Scouts
7:00p Youth Committee 7:00p C.E. Committee 6:15p Study Group 7:00p Preschool Council
7:00p Stewardship 7:00p Worship & Music 7:30p Chancel Choir Meeting
Committee Committee
7:30p Parents Al-Anon
Middle & High School PF Retreat
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Baptism-Cook 8:00a Men's Bible Study | 9:00a Staff Meeting 9:30a Women Bible Study | 10:00a Women's Bible
10:30a Worship Service 9:15a Women Bible Study | 10:30a Retired Men's Bible | 4:30p Children's Chorus Study
11:30a Coffee Reception 1:00p Caregivers Support Study 5:00p Cantus Choir 11:15a T'ai Chi Class
11:30a Kitchen Creations Group 12:00p Staff Lunch 5:15p Midweek@Mayflowr | 7:00p Boy Scouts
Bake Sale 5:00p Men's Bible Study 1:30p Moms In Touch 6:00p Cherub Choir 7:00p Stephen Ministry
1:00p Court of Honor 5:30p Finance Committee | 5:30p Church Ladies 6:15p Study Group
(VanDiepenbos) 7:00p Outreach Committee Dinner 7:30p Chancel Choir
4:30p 3rd-8th Grade Choir | 7:30p Parents Al-Anon 6:00p Exec. Committee
Rehearsal 6:30p Soap Box Derby
7:30p Adult Mission Build Session #2
Chaperone Meeting 7:00p Texas Hold'em Bible GIG
L
Middle & High ... | \ No Events in Sanctuary - Set up for Musical
25 26 27 28 29 30
Children's Musical 8:00a Men's Bible Study | 9:00a Staff Meeting 9:30a Women Bible Study | 10:00a Women's Bible
10:30a Worship Service 9:15a Women Bible Study | 10:30a Retired Men's Bible | 6:30p Soap Box Derby Study
11:30a Coffee Reception 10:00a Interfaith Group Study Build Session #3 11:15a T'ai Chi Class

11:30a Youth Choirs Pizza
Party/Cross Awards

Meeting
5:00p Men's Bible Study
7:30p Parents Al-Anon

7:00p Council Meeting
7:00p Texas Hold'em
Bible GIG

6:30p Study Group

7:00p Boy Scouts
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CBoot
Text Box
7:00p Texas Hold'em Bible GIG




